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Mission Assembly of the Marist Association Mittagong ‐ 20‐23 August 2015
Between Thursday and Sunday, sixty‐four Marists gathered at Mittagong for the first representative gathering of the Marist Association of St Marcellin.   

It was a graced‐filled few days, a simply wonderful and inspirational meeting of Marist hearts and minds.  There was a profound sense of the Spirit at work among us

http://australianmaristcommunity.com.au


In its structure and dynamics, the Assembly resembled 
a Provincial Chapter: a meeting of delegates (two‐thirds 
nominated by fellow members, one third by virtue of 
their current roles and responsibilities) who spent time in 
prayer, in discussion, and in social time together.  
Their purposes were to review the progress of the 
Association, to identify imperatives and directions 
for it over the next three years, and to nominate a 
Council. A framework for generating the priorities for 
the Association was provided by the message of last 
year’s Marist International Mission Assembly in Nairobi 
which called Marists to be “mystics” and “prophets”, 
and in “communion with one another as Marists”.  The 
delegates devoted time to translating what these calls 
could mean in practical terms for Australian Marists in the 
local contexts of our schools, ministries and communities.  
It is intended that these proposals will now go back to the 
members more generally for further discernment at their 
local meetings later in the year. 
A major task of the Assembly was to nominate an 
Association Council.   It is anticipated that during the next 
three years, once the Association has been approved 
officially by the Holy See, that the Marist Association 
(Australian Conference) will take over from the Marist 
Brothers (Australian Province) the canonical and civil 
responsibility for Marist schools and other works, as well 

as accepting full leadership of its own life and mission.  
The enormous significance of this transition of legal 
responsibility from Brothers‐alone to a wider group of 
Marists was something that the delegates received most 
seriously.  The nominations were entrusted to Peter 
Carroll, the Leader‐elect of the Association in Australia, 
who will make the appointment of the Council once he 
takes office. 
A number of people commented just how uplifting, 
engaging and challenging they found the experience of 
Assembly.  Brother Michael de Waas (General Councillor) 
added weight to this by pointing out to the delegates 
the degree to which the Marist world was looking at 
the initiatives that are being taken here in Australia as 
a possible model for how Marists in other parts of the 
world may choose to proceed.  
From all perspectives this was an enormously significant 
event, one that is likely to have a defining impact on 
the future of the Marist project in Australia.  We can be 
deeply thankful for the great richness of Marist life in our 
country. 

Michael Green and Joe McCarthy,  
Mission Assembly Delegates



James Hodge and Jack 
O’Sullivan made their first 
profession at Eastwood on 
August 15.  After a break with 
their families they will be at 
Healy House at Eastwood.  In 
the coming weeks, they will 

be doing placements in Central Australia and various 
ministries around Sydney as arranged by Ken McDonald.  
They head to MAPAC Manila in late October.
The Lavalla Community Project has a home: 12 Varian 
St., Mount Druitt, in western Sydney.  Michael Callinan, 
Lawrie McCane and Justin Golding moved in on August 
16.  Now that they are living together in the area they 
can be more concrete in terms of their future ministry.  
We wish them all the best.
We wish Godspeed to our participants in the Third 
Age program this year: Adrian Storey, Ray Mulvogue, 
Bernard McGrath, Ralph Arnell, Tony Vaughan, Peter 
Bourke.  They will be on their way soon.  This year the 
program will be at the General House.  Bryan Davis will 
be Community Leader at Randwick during Ray’s absence.
Br. David Hall recently facilitated a seminar “New 
Horizons” in Nairobi for Marist school leaders from 
East Africa and Madagascar.  He had prepared the local 
presenters while developing the program on previous 

visits.  This was the first of three seminars, with another 
in southern Africa and one in West Africa to come. Frank 
Malloy assisted with one of the sessions on strategic 
planning.
We have recently reviewed the Province Child 
Protection Policy.  We did this after consultation with 
key stakeholders and with some precisions coming 
out of the Royal Commission.  It can be seen on the 
website www.maristbrothers.org.au .  Peter White is 
working with Marist Schools Australia to ensure that 
their policies comply with the Province Policy as well as 
Statutory obligations.  

We have engaged the firm Complispace to oversee 
school policies and their implementation.
A reminder that the Superior General invited Brothers 
and Lay Marists earlier this year to consider making 
themselves available for “International Communities for 
a New Beginning” in his letter, “Montagne: the dance of 
mission”.  He speaks of this being “for a long period of 
time, or for a shorter stay (a minimum of three months)”.  
Anyone interested should contact the Provincial.

http://www.maristbrothers.org.au
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/3209636/emilimission.pdf
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/3209636/emilimission.pdf


From the Mission Council
Marist Youth Ministry (MYM)

Following on the report prepared by Michael Callinan last year on REMAR, a Working Party has made 
recommendations regarding the Future Direction of Marist Youth Ministry to the MYM Council and the 
Mission Council.  They have been accepted in principle.  The Working Party was made up of Mr Peter Houlahan 
(Principal: Marist Sion College, Warragul), Mr David Harris (Deputy Principal: St Augustine’s College Cairns), 
Mr  Darren Fitzpatrick (Young Marist Notre Dame University Sydney), Mr James Mazzolini (Former Remar 
Coordinator, Marist Sion College Warragul), Ms Liz Wake (MYM Regional and National Remar Coordinator), 
Mr Nehme Khattar (Executive: National Director, MYM) 
1. MYM Regional Coordinators work more closely with the relevant Regional Director of schools in promotion 

of MYM
2. MYM Regional Coordinators focus their work primarily on building ministry within Marist schools.
3. A flexible MYM option will be developed and offered to Marist schools, as an alternative to REMAR.
4. Adapt the nautical language of REMAR to provide a greater Marist connection and a more explicit 

Christian expression.
5. A writing party be developed to take the recommendations forward.

The International Mission Commission 
is meeting in Sydney next year and visiting some Australian Marist ministries between 12 and 20 March.  
Cate Sydes is a member of this Commission.

Mudjin 
Byala Family 
Yarning Circle 
Launch

On 13th August Marist Youth Care officially launched our Mudjin 
Byala program at our Daramu site in Hebersham.
Mudjin Byala means ‘family talk’ in Dharug language.  A Yarning Circle 
is a technique that is rooted in Aboriginal Culture. This program aims 
to assist 40 young Aboriginal people in Western Sydney who are at 
risk of disengaging with school over the next year.
Our Caseworker Tony Moran will engage with the young person, 
their family, teachers, elders, relevant services and aunties and 
uncles to attend the yarning circle. It’s a chance to talk openly about 
issues and explore the needs of the young person to stay engaged 
at school. The young person and caseworker will develop a plan of 
support and provide strategies to help the family in the future.
A strong link will be developed between schools and families to 
ensure all children can access education. MYC is passionate about 
education. Young people achieving educational outcomes ensure 
they have a future. These young people will contribute back to their 
communities in the future when this program achieves its aims; this 
is a game‐changer.

see full MYC newsletter here

http://maristyouthcare.cmail2.com/t/ViewEmail/r/EE4B1706829128432540EF23F30FEDED/02A27B51F385FBDF7EEA1DAE616D4B3C


First Profession ‐  
Jack O'Sullivan and James Hodge

Rejoicing and feeling glad came very easily when over one hundred 
people gathered at Eastwood on August 15 to be with James and 
Jack as they professed their first vows as Marist Brothers. This 
happy occasion in the life of our Australian Marist Community 
and in the life of our Church was uplifting for everyone as we gave 
thanks to God for the new life that Jack and James bring to our 
community.
As well as a large number of Brothers, members of our Marist 
Association and friends of Jack and of James, from their respective 
home regions of Shepparton and Brisbane, all the members of 
the newly professed Brothers' immediate families were able to be 

present: Donna and Geoff, Jack's parents, and his 
siblings, Patrick and Grace; Susanne and Vincent, 
James' parents, and his siblings, Joel, Andrew, Sam 
and Mary.
There was a strong sense of connection with the 
Province of the United States, since the liturgy, 
which was prepared by the three novices, mirrored 
the one when Sam Amos made his first profession 
a week earlier in the United States. The music 
was a particular feature of the liturgy, most ably 
provided by our own Brothers ‐ Michael Callinan, 
Rod Thompson, Justin Golding and Darren Burge.

The Hodge family

The O’Sullivan family

Br Rob Clark, Novice Master, presents the novices to the Provincial, 
Br Jeff Crowe, and the main celebrant, Fr Bob Barber SM



Jack and James, 
welcome to our Marist Australian 
Province community, a warm brotherly 
welcome.
Many years ago I attended a ceremony 
in Kumasi, Ghana, where a number 
of young men made their promise of 
celibacy before being ordained deacons.  
The Bishop, Peter Sarpong, was a big man 
and was on a raised dais.  He drew himself 
up to tower over the new deacons and 
boomed out to them theatrically, “Do 
you know what you have done?”  I guess 
many of us here could ask you two the 
same question!
You made profession of the three vows 
of chastity, poverty and obedience and 
joined the international Marist Institute.  
From your applications and from 
conversations, I know you understand 
the content of your commitment.  We 
can all feel the conviction you have 
brought to this day and the enthusiasm 

of young hearts.  What the particular calls 
will be that come your way in life, none 
of us knows.  What we do know is that 
the Spirit of God who inspired you to 
take this step will remain with you in all 
the circumstances and situations of your 
coming years.  So you could answer the 
Bishop, “I have made an act of faith and 
God‐willing I will live my life faithfully and 
fruitfully as a Brother.”
Today is a unique event in Brothers’ 
Institutes in Australia in the past 20 
years – two first professions.  For Jack 
and James, then, their peers as Marist 
Brothers are largely beyond our shores.  
We know, and Jack and James know, that 
our way of life as consecrated Religious 
has changed from being a ‘workforce’ for 
the Catholic community to being lights 
into its soul, bearers of Jesus’ Spirit, 
bearers of hope to the marginalised, 
unchurched, excluded and vulnerable of 
our place and time.  In a sense, we are 
living a new beginning for our Institute, 

shaped by increased internationality and 
by a new relationship with lay men and 
women moved by the same Spirit.
A word to the parents of Jack and James.  
Thank you for your presence here today, 
for the support this means for your sons.  
Thank you for the goodness and love of 
your own lives that have given them a 
great start in life.  
A word to all of the family and friends of 
Jack and James.  Encourage and support 
your brother and friend as they continue 
to discern their calling.  There will be 
many moments when you will treasure 
the particular freedom and style of loving 
that their being a Brother will bring to 
your relationship.  
A word to the Brothers.  Take heart from 
the presence in our community of new 
life.  May our whole‐hearted welcome of 
Jack and James stir our commitment to 
living the dream of St Marcellin faithfully 
and creatively today.



Wednesday 5 August was a special day for the 
community of Sala LaValla at Takhmao in Cambodia. On 
this day, twenty three Grade 6 students graduated and, 
along with five others who are finishing up at the school, 
were honoured, congratulated for their achievements 
and wished well for their futures. 
The Marist morning reflection for the day could not 
have been more apt, making reference as it did to the 
three violets, which is the symbol of the LaValla school: 
To simplicity we link humility and modesty ... patiently 
allowing the action of God to work through us and 
seeking “to do good quietly”.
Clearly that is what Tony, Terry and Mark are about ... 
doing good quietly. 

In the course of the year, the Brother’s community hosts 
a wide range of people and groups. These individuals, 
many young and others not so, immerse themselves 
in the lives of the young people at Sala Lavalla and 
contribute their particular skills. 
At present, Sam Lolicato, Nick Wood and Madi Nitschke 
are living at Sala Lavalla. Sam, an ACK Old Collegian, 
has given a year to our Cambodia Marist project, while 
Nick, an ex‐student of Marist Canberra, and Madi, an 
ex‐student of St Teresa’s Noosaville, are each giving two 
month’s service. 
 Mark Fordyce, who has joined Tony and Terry for a time, 
is settling in well and is already busy about many things. 

Along with the Cambodia visit, I had the good fortune 
to spend a few days with Geoff Kelly and his community 
just outside Hanoi, in Vietnam. Also visiting at the time 
were Paul and Teresa Cazzulino, who would be known 
to Brothers associated with Cairns, and Brother Bao 
Nguyen, a Vietnamese novice on community placement. 
Geoff teaches English to local young people as well as to 
a number of sight‐impaired people at The Blind Centre 
in Hanoi. At this Centre, the sight‐impaired people are 
learning massage and information technology. 
Our Brothers ... doing good quietly. 
Paul Kane
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Geoff Kelly is seen here with managers at the  
Blind Centre in Hanoi, Teresa Cazzulino (front left) 

and Brother Bao Nguyen (front right).

From left to right: Sam, Maddie, Tony Burrows.The Brothers and visitors relaxing at the end of 
the day ‐ from left to right: Mark Fordyce, Nick, 

Terry Heinrich.


