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Dear Marist Friends

In recent weeks we’ve had a series of reminders that 
we Association Members belong to an expansive 
international family.

At the end of October we welcomed to Australia 
the Institute’s Bureau of the Laity. Comprised of 
representatives from each of our six regions and co-
chaired by Anthony Clarke and Pep Buetas (from 
Spain), the Bureau was established to coordinate 
attempts to foster new relationships between Marists, 
particularly Brothers and Lay Marists, but also across 
international barriers. The Bureau varies its meeting 
venues so that the members can experience directly 
the shape of Marist life in different parts of the world 
and in different cultural contexts.  

During their time here, they met with various local 
groups, visited ministries and carried on their own 
normal agenda. For something entirely different they 
visited the Solomon Islands, taking the local canoes 
across the water to Vanga Point.  Anthony Clarke did a 
masterful job at coordinating their visit.

Then in mid-November we hosted in Brisbane a 
gathering of Marists from Oceania. Most of you will 
know that Oceania is the term we use for the Marist 
Region to which Australia belongs.  From the map 
below you will see that it’s a vast area, comprising 
four separate cultural regions, hundreds of islands, 
dozens of nations and vast tracts of water. However, 
what united the 26 representatives at the programme 
was their shared identity, as Christians and Marists. Liz 
Falconer has written of the experience, which can be 
found on page 2 of this newsletter. 
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Immediately after the Marist Animators’ Course the 
Oceania Council had its final triannual meeting. 
This Council is comprised of the Leaders and 
representatives from the three administrative units in 
Oceania: the District of Melanesia, the District of the 
Pacific and the Province of Australia. It is a valuable 
time to discuss common issues and to plan together. 
One of the pleasing outcomes of this meeting was 
the confirmation that we will establish a network of 
Marist schools across the Region. A sub-committee 
comprised of Peter McNamara, Frank Malloy, Benedict 
Tooming (Melanesia) and Br Terry Costello (Pacific) is 
developing a plan and strategy to make this a reality. 
There will be more about this in 2016.

As our Association develops and strengthens, it is 
important to keep in mind the international shape of 
our Marist world, particularly our closest neighbours. 
We are different in many ways, but we share so much 
in common. We are indeed one big, vital family, 
animated and enriched by diversity, faith and the 
spirit of St Marcellin. 

Good wishes to all,
Br Peter Carroll

Ethnographic Oceania: Melanesia, Micronesia, Polynesia. 
Australia is included in the geographic region of Oceania. 



Marist animator’s course
reflection from Elizabeth falconer | MLF member, Brisbane

In early 1993 Br Charles Howard affirmed the 
Institute’s need for ‘growing openness to the laity.’ 
He said that lay people will bring new facets of the 
Marist charism ‘as they go about living it more fully.’

An experience of the lay living the charism has 
just happened in Brisbane from 1–5 November.  
21 Marists, from Oceania including New Zealand, 
Fiji, Kiribati, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Papua New 
Guinea, Bougainville and Australia, chosen for 
their roles as leaders and animators of faith in their 
community, gathered and lived together for 4 
days to share wisdom and insights on how to grow 
Marist life into the future .

This Animator’s Course gave participants an 
opportunity to depth their knowledge and 

Back:   Gavan Martyn, Marcus Pojtek, Inoke Malani, James Mazzolini, Br Graham Neist.
Middle: Fou Laulu, Tangaroa Arobati, Daniel Head, Tekaa Tepaoti, David Miringtoro, Sue Marshall, Elizabeth Falconer, Paul Harris, 
Otilia Pesamino, Peter Centra, Antonia McBryde, Daniel Dungey, Collin Kokwasu.
Front: Walusio Roseru, John Bosco Anugu, Abraham Hihiru, Sipora Qora, Ruth Hihiru, Lucy Sinei, Sharon Williams,  Anthony Clarke.
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understanding of the Marist charism and current 
theology of the laity and our position within 
our current Church. We were challenged in 
our perceptions of what it means to be Marist 
apostles and mystics and prophets for our time. 
We journeyed further into the true meaning of 
vocation and ways to grow within it. Time was 
also spent analyzing the Global Framework as an 
effective vocational lay process.

But no-play-makes-Jack-a-dull-boy and in the 
peaceful and beautiful surrounds of the Santa 
Teresa Spirituality Centre we lived together, 
danced (yes, really) and sang together, prayed 
together and opened our hearts to our own and 
each others’ realities across the region of Oceania. 



As I sat by Stephen’s bedside, in the last week of his life, as he literally thirsted for water and struggled for breath – I wasn’t sure what to 
make of the ‘silence’ of God. Grief, sorrow and raw pain were very real for me and the others around me … Where was God?....[read more 
at http://www.maristassociation.org.au/short-articles/

“One of the things that philosophy is good for is trying to sort out the ideas that are worth something from those that merely look 
good or sound good.  There are plenty of broken bits of glass in the world pretending to be diamonds”... [read more at http://www.
maristassociation.org.au/short-articles/

SPIRITUALInsights

The Canberra Regional Gathering was the first to be held across Australia in late October. This photo was taken after the Eucharist in the chapel at Marist 
College Canberra.

REGIONAL GATHERINGS
Marists have been coming together during the 
month of November for ‘Regional Gatherings’. The 
Gatherings have provided the opportunity to formally 
congratulate and warmly welcome new members, 
work on draft documents from the Mission Assembly 
held in August, and celebrate the Eucharist together. 
The feedback gained from each Regional Gathering 
stemming from the “workshop” on the Mission 
Assembly documents has been extremely helpful, and 
will assist the Association Council to discern priorities 
when they meet on Friday, 4 December. One of the 
aims was to provide the opportunity for all people 
in the Association to have their say in shaping the 
priorities for the Association over the coming three 
years.
For anyone who was unable to attend the Regional 
Gathering hosted in their area, please feel free to 
visit the website at www.maristassociation.org.au/

regional-gatherings/. The booklet that was worked 
on can be downloaded. Having perused the content, 
if you have any suggestions or insights to help further 
develop the Mission Assembly material, please pass 
them on to Joe McCarthy: 
m 0457 833 662  e  joe.mccarthy@marists.org.au. 

A big thank you to the Local Coordinators of the Marist 
Association who helped facilitate and host Regional 
Gatherings, and the many communities and places of 
ministry who opened their doors as a place to meet. 
Quite apart from the ‘work’ done together, coming 
together as people of the Marist Association has a 
much more profound and poignant purpose. We are 
mapping out and learning a new path to growing 
our ‘Spiritual Family’ today between all committed 
Marists, drawing on who we are as much as it does on 
what we do.

JOE MCCARTHY | DIRECTOR, MARIST ASSOCIATION



http://www.periodistadigital.com/religion/solidari-
dad/2015/11/14/declaracion-de-la-cem-sobre-el-prob-
lema-de-los-refugiados-en-europa-religion-iglesia-maris-
tas-llamada-solidaridad-papa-francisco-condena-causas-m-
ovimiento.shtml

MARIST STATEMENT ON THE REFUGEE SITUATION 
IN EUROPE

The board of the Marist European Conference, held on 
26-28 October 2015 in Athens, issued a public statement 
expressing the concern, solidarity and commitment of all 
European Marist Brothers and Laity, with regard to the issue 
of displaced persons and refugees in Europe.

To access this statement, copy and paste the following address 
into your browser (an English translation can be found by 
clicking the option on the page):

20 November: Universal Day of Children’s Rights

http://www.fmsi-onlus.org/contenidos.php?p=20_nov

For more information about the Marist International 
Solidarity Foundation’s (FMSI), celebration of Universal 
Children’s Day on 20 November 2015, click on the following 
link:

SOME WEBSITES TO EXPLORE.. . . .

CATHOLIC RELIGIOUS AUSTRALIA have an email 
newsletter, Pathways. To subscribe, visit their website: 
www.catholicreligiousaustralia.org.au

GLOBAL PULSE  | This site collects what it describes as "the 
world's best writing from leading Catholic publications" 
and makes them available in one place.
www.globalpulsemagazine.com

EUREKA STREET is a publication of the Australian Jesuits. 
It is as a vibrant online journal of analysis, commentary 
and reflection on current issues in the worlds of politics, 
religion and culture  |   www.eurekastreet.com.au

AMERICA is a national Catholic weekly magazine 
published by the Jesuits in the United States.
www.americamagazine.org

BOSTON COLLEGE | THE CHURCH IN THE 21ST 
CENTURY CENTRE is a catalyst and resource for the 
renewal of the Catholic Church in the United States. You 
can subscribe to a free C21 Resources publication at 
http://www.bc.edu/church21.html

THE CATHOLIC HERALD | Britain's leading Catholic 
newsletter  |   www.thecatholicuniverse.com

INDEPENDENT CATHOLIC NEWS  
www.indcatholicnews.com.

POPE FRANCIS:   rome 11.11.2015

Pope Francis, this week, focusing on the importance of 
togetherness said “sitting at a table for the family dinner, 
sharing our meal and the experiences of our day, is a 
fundamental image of togetherness and solidarity:

Because Jesus gave us the Eucharist as a meal, there is a close 
relationship between families and the mass.  The togetherness 
we experience in our families is meant, in the family of the 
Church, to extend to all as a sign of God’s universal love. In this 
way, the Eucharist becomes a school of inclusion, in which we 
learn to be attentive to the needs of everyone.

Sadly, the family meal, this great symbol of togetherness, is 
disappearing. Food itself, is wantonly wasted in some places, 
while our brothers and sisters go hungry in others.

The Eucharist reminds us that our bread is meant to be shared 
with all. May our families, and the entire Church, be signs of 
togetherness and solidarity for the good of the whole human 
family, especially during the coming Jubilee of Mercy.

togetherness


