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Dear Members of the Marist Association,

At some stage every movement founded by a 
charismatic figure faces the challenge of how to 
maintain its fervour and vision once the founder 
has died or departed. This is certainly true of our 
movement founded by St Marcellin. At certain 
points, it has needed to explicitly consider its 
motivation and mission and articulate it for a new 
generation. Late last month we remembered two 
leaders who, at very different times, faced this 
challenge. On 21 January we recalled Gabriel 
Rivat, and the next day, Basilio Rueda.

The extraordinary story of Gabriel Rivat, better 
known as Brother François, is well known to many 
of us. He was born in 1808 at Maisonettes, a hamlet 
near La Valla, and was one of the first children to 
attend Fr Champagnat’s catechism lessons. At the 
age of 10 he asked to join the community which 
Marcellin had recently founded. Amazing as it 
seems to us today, his parents agreed!  He started 
his teaching at age 12, was professed a Brother at 
18, and several years later appointed Director of a 
school. Recognising his fidelity and competence, 
Marcellin called on him to be his secretary and 
then deputy. In 1839 the Brothers elected him to 
succeed Father Champagnat who was in failing 
health. He remained as Superior General for 
twenty years and died on 22 January 1881.

Basic facts of history indicate that Br François 
was highly successful in sustaining St Marcellin’s 

founding vision in the years immediately after his 
death. By the time he concluded his term as leader, 
the number of Brothers had grown from 280 to 
2000, and the number of schools, communities 
and ministries had increased just as significantly. 
Undoubtedly, the personal knowledge of St 
Marcellin that the first generation of Brothers 
enjoyed, made the task of maintaining the initial 
fervour easier. It is clear that François was able to 
make crucial decisions aware of what Marcellin 
would have wanted and in his spirit. In fact, it’s 
recorded that on St Marcellin’s death he resolved 
to be “the living image of the Founder” and invited 
the Brothers to witness to Marcellin in their lives. It 
seems that he and they did just that.

Brother Basilio was also a Superior General; 
far distant in time from St Marcellin but very 
close in spirit. José 
Basilio Rueda Guzmán 
was born on 16 
October 1924 in 
Mexico. He was 
professed a Marist 
Brother in 1944. 
His early ministries 
were school and 
University teaching. 
He was a gifted 
scholar and his 
superiors, GABRIEL RIVAT



recognising his fidelity, intelligence and strength 
as a communicator, appointed him to Formation; 
he served as the Director of the Juniorate in his 
home Province, and then as Director of the Second 
Novitiate in Spain. He was elected as Superior 
General at the 1967 General Chapter and re-
elected at the 1976 one. In all, he served as leader 
for 18 years. 

Basilio came to office at a crucial epoch. Like all 
Church leaders of the time, he was charged with 
introducing and overseeing the changes brought 
about by Vatican II. It was a period of rapid and 
profound transformation and in many ways his task 
was more complex than the one François faced. 
He needed to re-imagine in a vastly different world 
what it meant to be a Marist apostle. He was called 
to look at present realities through the lens of 
Marcellin’s vision; ensuring the original spirit but 
within a contemporary dynamic. He brought to 
this task his own special gifts of faith and wisdom, 
insight and courage, humility and simplicity. Many 
of his thoughts and ideas remain alive today, 
and the paths he proposed are still relevant. So 
significant and special is Basilio, that his cause for 
canonisation is underway.

WORKS OF MERCY // Pope Francis || 2016 Lenten Message

God’s mercy transforms human hearts; it enables us, through the experience of a faithful love, to become 

merciful in turn. In an ever new miracle, divine mercy shines forth in our lives, inspiring each of us to love 

our neighbour and to devote ourselves to what the Church’s tradition calls the spiritual and corporal works 

of mercy. These works remind us that faith finds expression in concrete everyday actions meant to help our 

neighbours in body and spirit: by feeding, visiting, comforting and instructing them. On such things will we 

be judged. For this reason, I expressed my hope that “the Christian people may reflect on the corporal and 

spiritual works of mercy; this will be a way to reawaken our conscience, too often grown dull in the face of 

poverty, and to enter more deeply into the heart of the Gospel where the poor have a special experience 

of God’s mercy”.

Similarly to François and Basilio, we live at a time 
when we need to re-interpret and re-imagine our 
Marist tradition. The advent of our Association is a 
call to renew our Marist charismatic family. It falls 
to us today, here in Australia, to determine how 
we can continue in a contemporary and relevant 
way, to live our faith and express our mission as 
Marcellin would desire us to. May he walk with us 
as we undertake this challenge in 2016.

Br Peter Carroll FMS
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THRESHOLDS

moments or invitations that take us beyond what 
is comfortable and familiar. We enter new ground 
with God and each other, daring to trust the Spirit 
at work in our life, full of hope for what will emerge. 
For those involving themselves in the Marist 
Association, it means growing a new communion 
between Marists. Thickening our ties as a spiritual 
family. 

In the year ahead, as the concept and lived 
experience of the Association continues to trickle 
forward, there is an invitation, even a demand, being 
placed on each one of us. What will I do this year to 
deepen my prayer life? What can I introduce to my 
daily routine to become more contemplative and 
reflective? How will I go out of my way to connect 
with others in the Association, creating movement 
towards a life-giving faith community?

Marist life has entered a new moment. Flow will 
come as we renew and deepen our sense of 
purpose and meaning as Marists together. Each 
of us shares responsibility for generating the 
momentum and traction for this to occur. The Spirit 
has led us here. We merely need to trust.

Mr Joe McCarthy

A child’s first day at school. 
Starting a new job. 
Getting married. 
Diagnosis of cancer.
Beginning a new year. 
Finishing secondary school. 
News of the death of a loved one. 
Your birthday.
Graduating from university. 
Starting a new book. 
Ash Wednesday.

Our life is full of moments that are perhaps most 
accurately called thresholds – whether they be big 
or small; life changing or momentary. A threshold 
is broadly defined as any place of entering or 
beginning, which implies newness and possibility. 
In his book Benedictus, John O’Donohue makes the 
following observations about ‘thresholds’. 

“To acknowledge and cross a new threshold is 
always a challenge. It demands courage and 
also a sense of trust in whatever is emerging. 
Suddenly you stand on a completely strange 
ground and a new course of life has to be 
embraced. 

Especially at such times, we desperately need 
blessing and protection.  No threshold need be 
a threat, but rather an invitation and a promise. 
Whatever comes, the great sacrament of life will 
remain faithful to us, blessing us always with 
visible signs of invisible grace. We merely need 
to trust”.

For many people joining the Marist Association, 
it is something of a ‘spiritual threshold’ in their 
life. In a recent phone conversation with a woman 
expressing interest in the Association, she said 
‘the moment I heard about it, I was drawn to it 
in my heart. I don’t even know what it will mean 
for me, but I trust that it will slowly emerge as I 
meet with others’.  Spiritual thresholds are events, 
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The first Council meeting of the 
year took place at Marist Centre 
Melbourne on Tuesday, 9 February. 
It was the second meeting of the 
new Council but the first where 
all were in attendance; Michael 
Green being on leave to write 
the third volume of the Institute’s 
History when our first meeting 
was held. The night before we had 
celebrated a Mass with Association 
members at which the Councillors 
were commissioned.  

Highlights of the meeting were:

• Acceptance of new Association 
members. Congratulations to:

 Joe Alvaro
 Stephanie Colgan
 Claire Dennis
 Robyn Eldridge
 Sophie Fenaughty
 Sally Flynn
 Gavin Hays
 Mark Hildebrandt
 Paul Keenan
 Paul Little
 Joe Millemaci 
 Jeffrey Phillips
 Charmaine Tilley
• Consideration of reports from 

Marist ministries - schools, 
youth ministry, Marist Youth 
Care and Solidarity.

• Shaping of the proposed 
committees: finance, formation, 
governance, and discussion of 
draft terms-of-reference and 
membership.

• Deciding to establish the 
communications group as 
a task-force rather than a 
standing committee.

Marist ASSOCIATION OF ST MARCELLIN CHAMPAGNAT
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY | COUNCIL MEETING | 9 February 2016

DATES TO NOTE

NEWSLETTER PUBLICATION DATES
17 February 2016

16 March 2016

20 April 2016

18 May 2016

22 June 2016

20 July 2016

17 August 2016

14 September 2016

19 October 2016

16 November 2016

14 December 2016

Save the date
FOURVIÈRE 

PLEDGE 

 Sydney

23 July

 200 years since the foundation 
of the Marist Family

Celebrating the 

ASSOCIATION COUNCIL MEETINGS
9 February 2016

28 Feb - 1 March 2016

23 March 2016

10 May 2016

23 June 2016

21 July 2016

2 August 2016

6 September 2016

26 October 2016

22 November 2016

• Planning how best to celebrate 
the Fourvière 200th Anniversary, 
and discussing the May 
gathering of Marist Association 
Local Coordinators.

• Reviewing the Formation 
programmes for 2016, 
particularly the ones newly 
developed by the MLF team: 
Mercy - is the name of our God, 
and Our Daily Bread – praying 
as Marists. 

• Discussion of the strategic 
priorities emerging from the 
Mission Assembly and local 
gatherings.

• Finalising plans for the 
extended meeting to be held 
at the end of February which 
will focus on strategic planning 
for Association and Council.

We welcomed to the Council 
Meeting, John Cameron, who is 
the Chair of Marist Youth Care. 
It is normal to have a special 
invitee at Council meetings and 
to engage in a conversation with 
him or her about areas of ministry.   
The Council was able to discuss 
with Cate and John general 
operational matters and some of 
the specific strategic issues that 
are currently being canvassed 
by the Board.  Council thanked 
John and Cate for their highly 
professional leadership of MYC 
and congratulated the agency 
on its continuing work with 
disadvantaged youth. The MYC 
annual report indicated that during 
2015, it directly assisted 4000 
young people. Congratulations to 
all involved in MYC.

The next meeting of Council will be 
the annual extended meeting, to 
be held at Lancefield Guesthouse 
from Sunday, 28 February to 
Tuesday, 1 March.

4



L-R   Ms Erica Pegorer; Brother David Hall; Ms Kate Fogarty; Mr Joe McCarthy; Brother Peter Carroll; Ms Cate Sydes;    
       Brother Michael Green; Mr Anthony Clarke; Mr Steve Byrne

new association council

Commissioned
On Monday, 8 February, the incoming Council of the Marist Association of St Marcellin Champagnat was formally 

commissioned during a Mass.  On Tuesday, 9 February, it held its first meeting for 2016 at the Marist Centre 

in Melbourne.  We congratulate the Council Members on this important occasion and send our prayers and 

blessings for their work in the years to come.

During the Commissioning prayer, each member of the Council anointed the hands of the Council Member beside 
them.
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Blessing of mercy
On Monday, 1 February a number 

of us Marists were privileged to 

attend a day sponsored by the La 

Salle Academy for Faith Formation 

and Religious Education of the 

Australian Catholic University on 

the topic of ‘Mercy’. The day was 

led by scripture scholar, Sr Veronica 

Lawson RSM.

Prior to the day, we had the 

opportunity to study Veronica’s 

recently published book ‘the 

Blessing of Mercy, Bible Perspectives 

and Ecological Challenges’. This text 

brought to life many of the key 

passages in the Hebrew and 

Christian Scriptures on the topic 

of Mercy, with a particular focus 

on the ecological implications of 

these passages. Having read this 

text prior to our day together, we 

had a valuable insight into what 

Veronica might present.

She began by quoting Jesuit 

theologian, Tony Campbell: 

‘The Bible is the story teller’s 

companion’ and adopted this 

approach herself during her 

presentation. She asked, referring 

to the Pope’s encyclical Laudato Si  

‘How can we be doorkeepers of 

God’s mercy?’ ‘How can we hear 

both the cry of the earth and the 

cry of the poor’? (LS49).

Veronica then referred to Picasso’s 

1937 painting The Weeping Woman. 

When Picasso painted this work, 

he was no longer focusing on the 

effects of the Spanish Civil War but 

on the global image of suffering. 

If he were alive today, perhaps he 

would be thinking of the refugees 

drowning as they attempt to swim 

from Turkey to Greece.

Veronica moved then to Denise 

Levertov’s beautiful poem To Live 

in the Mercy of God reminding us 

of the truth ‘we care for what we 

love’.

In the next part of her presentation, 

Veronica highlighted the emphasis 

Pope Francis is giving to Mercy, 

especially with his promulgation 

of this year as the Church’s Year of 

Mercy. She drew our attention to 

three of the Pope’s homilies: (1) 

17 March 2013 (his first homily 

as pope) where he reminded his 

listeners ‘Jesus had this message 

for us: “Mercy.” ‘  (2) 17 March 2014 

where Pope Francis emphasised 

the connection between mercy 

and peace: ‘When we judge - we 

often fail to leave space for mercy 

and understanding’ and (3) 24 

October 2015 at the close of the 

Synod on the Family: ‘the Church’s 

first duty is not to hand down 

condemnations or anathemas, but 

to proclaim God’s mercy’.

Much of Veronica’s presentation 

focused on key ‘Mercy’ words 

used in the Hebrew Scriptures 

such as:

1. Mercy as liberation and 

compassion (the verb ‘hamal’).

2. Mercy as looking with the eye 

of pity or the eye that spares the 

guilty (the verb ‘hûs’).

3. Mercy as steadfast, enduring 

love (the noun ‘hesed’).

4. Mercy as womb-compassion: in 

the use of the word group derived 

from the Hebrew word for womb 

‘rehem’.

5. Mercy as grace or graciousness: 

in the use of the noun for grace 

‘hēn’ (Lawson, 2015, p.19).

As Veronica proceeded she 

summarised mercy as real love, a 

love that affects our inner being 

(‘gut love’). In making reference to 

Mary and Mercy, she suggested 

we study Cardinal Martini’s book 

The Gospel Way of Mary and 

Elizabeth Johnson’s text Truly 

Our Sister. In the end, Veronica 

concluded, ‘Mercy transcends the 

language of Mercy’.

Finally we thank Veronica for 

enriching our knowledge and 

deepening our understanding of 

Mercy. 

Written by Br John McMahon

Bibliography
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SOME WEBSITES/newsletters TO EXPLORE.. . . .

AUSTRALIAN MARIST SOLIDARITY  

http://www.australianmaristsolidarity.net.au/

Check out their Facebook page and give it a LIKE!

https://www.facebook.com/MaristSolidarity

APOSTLESHIP OF PRAYER CALENDAR 2016 

THE AUSTRALIAN CATHOLICS are offering a free, 

downloadable copy of The Apostleship of Prayer. The calendar 

offers a simple way to join Pope Francis and a worldwide 

group of 50 million who pray regularly for the Pope’s 

monthly intentions.  The calendar brings you the Pope’s 

prayer intentions for the first half of 2016.  

Each month’s prayer intention can be torn out, and 

carried around with you or used as a bookmark. Contact 

Jesuit Communications on 03 9421 9666 for more details or 

free print copies of this new resource.   

Download the Apostleship of Prayer pdf at 

http://bit.ly/1ovQSns

SECRETARIAT OF THE LAITY 

Click here to read their January newsletter.

http://bit.ly/20P7E1Y

34 MYC Young People sat for HSC

Marist Youth Care (MYC) is very proud of our 

thirty-four young people who sat for their 

HSC. Thirty-two of these were from our Status 

Resolution Support Services (SRSS) and 

Unaccompanied Minors programme based 

in Sydney and Canberra with five gaining 

university entry scholarships. This is a great 

achievement for these young people who 

have gone through so much adversity to be in 

Australia.

Rosie from our Educational Support Services 

(ESS) was also accepted into Western Sydney 

University (Nirimba Campus) to study a Bachelor 

of Science with an ATAR of 82.5. Rosie came to 

MYC seeking safe, supportive accommodation 

as she was unable to live at home due to 

domestic violence in the family home. Rosie 

has worked hard to obtain this mark and we are 

very proud of her achievements.

This is a wonderful example of how MYC is 

creating positive change in the lives of our 

young people.

Christine McGee | 

MYC Manager Marketing and Fundraising

Rosie from MYC’s Educational Support Services

SPIRITUALInsights
Reflections on the Works of Mercy

For individual and group reflection

A series of articles written by Br Mark O’Connor 

FMS, originally published as part of his regular 

column ‘Spirit is Moving’ in the Kairos Catholic Journal,  

are a source of reflection as we journey through 

the Season of Lent in this Year of Mercy.

Click the following link to view these articles: 

http://bit.ly/1XsdRvj

NEWS FROM MYC
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coffee with a local coordinator

Marist Spirituality //
How did you first get involved with 
the Marists?
My first ‘formal’ involvement with 
the Marists occurred when I was 
employed as a teacher at Marcellin 
College Bulleen.
Is there an experience or event you 
have had in your journey as a Marist 
that stands out?
There are so many but I think the 
opportunity to go on Pilgrimage  to 
L’Hermitage in 2007 is a definite 
highlight. Actually living and 
conversing in this special place 
consolidated everything I had grown 
to love about all things Marist. I so 
enjoyed being there: walking along 
the river Gier, eating vegetables and 
fruit from the gardens, helping the 
Brothers in the kitchen and celebrating 
Mass in the Chapel – it really was a 
case of ‘walking in the footsteps of 
Marcellin Champagnat.’ I must add 
that the renovations, so thoughtfully 
and skillfully done, have ensured that 
nothing has been lost.
What has surprised you most 
about working within the Marist 
organisation?
We are indeed a community. We work 
together as members of one family 
(with all its joys and setbacks), we take 
the time to share genuine hospitality 
with one another and we make time 
to pray together. 
For you, what is one important value 
of being Marist?
For me, being Marist, is the way that I 
am able to live out my faith to the full. 
I love the Marian influence and the 
concept of ‘doing good quietly’.

The Association  //
Who or what encouraged you to join 
the Marist Association? 
As I have had a long association with 

various Brothers and Lay Groups over 
the years, it was easy to step forward 
and formally join the long, longed 
for Marist Association of St Marcellin 
Champagnat. In 2013, when I was asked 
by Br Jeff Crowe and Joe McCarthy to 
be part of the AMCPT (now MAPT), 
I just knew that this was what I really 
wanted to do – to help grow the Marist 
Association! Talk about loving what 
you are doing!
What do you wish people knew about 
the Marist Association?
That the Marist Association is a real 
‘heart thing’. You need to discern that, 
by being a member of the Association, 
you want to be part of a community 
of like-minded people who gather 
regularly, pray together and do things 
‘in the way of Mary’. 
What are people in the Association 
doing in your local area to build 
community with each other?
Our bread and butter is about trying 
to find a rhythm for coming together 
every 6-8 weeks. Our Local group of 
Marists is trying to strengthen relations 
between ourselves and the Exodus 
Community. We do this by helping the 
Brothers in Heidelberg West with their 
various activities and projects and by 
celebrating monthly Mass with the 
Exodus Community. 
We are also holding two ‘bite-size’ 
Retreats this year – this is in response 
to requests from our group. 
What 2016 will bring is yet to be seen 
– we are an evolving community of 
mission!   
Interest in joining the Marist 
Association seems to be growing. 
Why do you think that is?
Thanks to the wonderful generosity 
and vision of the Brothers, as Marists, 
we are all able to walk into the 
future together. So many Lay people 
(myself included) have had numerous 

opportunities to be formed as Marists 
through the wonderful formation 
programmes available to all. Added to 
this, we also have the rich Marist texts 
to guide and advise us. Because of this, 
we are ready to step up and work with 
the Brothers and share in the task of 
telling and living out our Marist story in 
a new and relevant way.
How do you think the Marist 
Association will grow and develop 
over the next five years?
This is but the beginning – it is just the 
first ‘chipping away at the rock’!  
The Marist Association is and will grow 
as there is a real need for a new way 
of being involved in the Church. There 
is a genuine desire, as Marists, to 
model the Marian face of the Church. 
Our Association will grow if we, as 
members, lead by example. People 
need to look at us and our works and 
see that we are a community who live 
out their vision and has a particular 
mission. 

At Home //
Tell us something about yourself: 
What do you like to do when you are 
not working? 
I love reading, travelling, yoga and, 
believe it or not, Zumba! 
What word/phrase (from the people 
who know you well) best describes 
you?
‘Talks too quickly (especially when 
excited about something)’ – very true!
Hopefully they would also say that I 
was caring and nurturing.

Gail C oates
Melbourne region


