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Marist News

Genereal administration

• Br Jesús Alberto Rodríguez Delga-
do, from the province of Compostela, 
arrived today, Aug. 28, at the general 
house. On Sept. 1 he will assume the 
position of personal secretary of the 
superior general, replacing Br Pau 
Fornells. 

• From Aug. 29 – Sept. 1, Br João 
Carlos del Prado, general councillor, 
will participate in an assembly of the 

mission of the América Central prov-
ince in Guatemala.

• On Aug. 31, Brother Ernesto Sánchez, 
Superior General, will participate in 
the meeting with the Superiors Gen-
eral of the four branches of the Marist 
Family, in the general house of the 
Marist Missionary Sisters.

• On Sept. 1, the course for third age 

brothers begins in the general house, 
with Spanish and Portuguese speak-
ing participants.

• On Sept. 1, general superior Br Ernes-
to Sánchez will participate in a meet-
ing Union of the Superiors General in 
preparation for the XV Synod of Bish-
ops, which will take place from Oct. 3 – 
28 with the theme ‘Young people, the 
faith and vocational discernment’.

The seventh chapter of the 
district of West Africa was 
held Aug. 13 – 17 in Accra, 
Ghana, during which the 
new provincial superior, 
Brother Cyprian Bankakuu 
Gandeebo, took up office 
replacing Brother Francis 
Yufenyuy Lukong.

The province of Mediter-
ranea is responsible for 
the district of West Africa, 
which is why the provincial 
of Mediterranea, Brother 
Juan Carlos Fuertes Marí, 
was among the participants. 
General councillor Brother 
Ken McDonald also attend-
ed, on behalf of the general administration.

During the chapter, the district council was elected: 
Brothers Tata Oliver Tunka, Etienne Balma, Sebastian 
Erong Kanguri and Alfred Samedi.

Participants were three members by right, 17 members 
by election and five invited members, which included a 
lay person.

“The Chapter of the District of West Africa was a true 
experience of fraternity. Representatives from the five 
countries of the District came together and spoke with 
honesty, enthusiasm and hope about the next three 
years,” affirmed Br Ken McDonald. “The periods of dis-
cussion and prayer resulted in a final document that 
gives the District significant direction in the areas of 
leadership, community, mission and finance for the next 
three years.”

seventh chapter of the West africa district

Ghana: finance, community livinG, leadership and mission

https://www.facebook.com/fms.champagnat/
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=4863
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The Laudato Si’ Committee of 
the Australia province has 
published a policy to help 
care for the environment, 
as a response to the 
Message of the XXII 
General Chapter.

To respond boldly to 
emerging needs, the 
fifth Call of the Mes-
sage, invites Marists 
to “awaken in our-
selves and those 
around us an ecolog-
ical awareness that 
engages us in caring 
for our common home.”

The province’s Environ-
mental sustainability – Lau-
dato Si’ policy was drafted 
with the help of the Good Samar-
itan Sisters and the Franciscans – 
two congregations that have already 
taken steps regarding this issue.

The Chapter also affirmed that the 
Institute is aiming for a governance 
that “is responsive to emerging calls 
from children and young people on 
the peripheries and fosters the care 
of our common home.”

the laudato si’ committee aims at respondinG calls of the General chapter 
australia: environmental sustainability – laudato si' policy

The priorities for the following three years discussed 
during the chapter relate to finance, community living, 
leadership and mission.

When discussing finance, they stressed the importance 
of establishing the goal of becoming 80% self-sufficient 
within three years. To obtain this, they will improve the 
financial guidelines, optimize the use of their available 
resources and create new ones, eliminate leakages and 
encourage goodwill on the part of those managing their 
resources.

Regarding community living, the Chapter established 
the goal of turning the district’s communities into 
homes where they can “encounter God and strength-
en their intercultural fraternity.” To achieve this, spac-
es will be created for spiritual growth and for building 

fraternal life. Brothers will also be more committed to 
appreciating cultural diversity, placing symbols that re-
flect diversity in their communities and by being willing 
to move abroad.

On leadership, the district has the goal of “aiming at 
self-rule, wishing to adopt a participatory leadership 
style.” It is hoping to improve its communication and to 
embrace the status of ‘Province’ after it evaluates the 
structure of governance, management and animation.

When the chapter discussed mission, it set the goal of 
bringing Jesus to young people especially those most 
in need. To achieve it, the participants committed to 
making the schools safer places, to establishing a mis-
sion and pastoral plan for schools, and to promote vo-
cations.

It suggests that the Institute’s mis-
sion includes “creating an integral 
ecological awareness in all our com-
munities and different ministries 
and developing policies at all levels 
of the institute that strengthen our 

commitment to the care of our 
common home.”

In a letter to the brothers 
of the province dated 
July 31, superior pro-
vincial Brother Peter 
Carroll asked them 
“to read the policy 
and consider how 
you as individuals 
and communities 
can respond to its 
challenges.”

“Like all policies it is 
a ‘work-in-progress’ 

and will be adapted 
to changing needs and 

new understandings,” he 
added.

In his letter, Br Peter also re-
called one of the two prayers writ-

ten by Pope Francis in the Laudato 
Si’ encyclical titled ‘A prayer for our 
earth’ in which the pontiff asks “that 
we may protect the world and not 
prey on it, that we may sow beauty, 
not pollution and destruction.”

To read the Environmental sustain-
ability – Laudato Si’ policy, click here.

http://www.champagnat.org/shared/bau/2018Environmental%20SustainabilityPolicy.pdf
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=4860


Marist News 539

3 28 August 2018

neWs in brief

Brasil Centro-norte

From Aug. 27 – 31 Brothers and other 
managers of socio-educational units 
and the provincial administration are 
gathering in Brazlândia with the aim 
of analyising and discussing issues 
on management, education, evange-
lisation, planning and new scenarios 
and educational ministry strategies.

religious in the usa

The superiors of the male religious 
congregations of the United States 
met at the start of the month and 
discussed the relationship of young 
people with the Church, particularly 
the evident withdrawal of American 
youth. Brother Seán Sammon, former 
superior general and advisor of the 
meeting, affirmed that “they’re look-
ing for a home. And they’re wonder-
ing whether the Church can provide 
that. I think it can, but I think that’s 
where we need to provide a differ-
ent face of the Church sometimes.”

european young animators

From Aug. 3 – 9, a group of ani-
mators gathered in Tui, Spain, to 
participate in the interprovincial 
meeting of Marist youth ministry. 
In addition to the leaders of all of 
Spain, young people from Portugal, 
Lebanon, Italy and El Salvador also 
participated. It was an opportunity 
to share their thoughts and learn 
about other realities.

synod on young people
The XV Ordinary General Assem-
bly of the Synod of Bishops will be 
held from Oct. 3 – 28 and will focus 
on the youth. In March, there was a 
pre-synodal meeting with around 
300 young people representing the 
whole Church. They presented a 
document that expresses their view 
on reality, their ideas, their feelings 
and their proposals. In addition to 
the document that resulted from that 
meeting, there is also the Instrumen-
tum Laboris, the official document 
for the preparation of the Synod. 
Both documents can be download-
ed at http://www.synod2018.va/ .

Using  the motto "constructing net-
works, building bridges", on August 
12 the Team of European Brothers 
Today invited, in El Escorial, represen-
tatives of the Network of Marist com-
munities in Europe, with the object of 
assessing the situation since 2011, 
when they were created, and to ex-
plore the possibility of a new network 
of communities, inspired by the calls 
of the XXII Gener-
al Chapter.  

The invitation was 
extended to  rep-
resentatives of the 
different commu-
nities which have 
been part of the 
Network , the Broth-
ers  provincial, the 
secretary of Broth-
ers of the Institute 
Today, members of 
the project  Lavalla 
200 in Europe and 
of the Fratelli Proj-
ect. Present at the 
meeting were 17 
Brothers and three lay people.  

After a great deal of intense work 
and seeing it to be exciting, valu-
able and viable for the future of the 
Marist presence in Europe, they de-
vised  a project with objectives and 

also a profile of these communities, 
commitments on the part of the prov-
inces as well as the Brothers  and lay 
people belongingtothem, linking ap-
proaches,the  relationship with other 
networks and the form of accompani-
ment. 

The presence of the three lay peo-
ple  and the growing sensibility when 

recognizing the 
vocation of the 
Marist laity led to 
the request  for a 
greaterpresence 
of lay people in 
this Network of 
communities. 

At the final cele-
bration, based on 
the five calls of 
the Chapter, they 
received the icon 
of Christ without 
a face, as a call to 
be faces of Christ, 
and a beacon in-
viting them  to be 

alightand hope for the future Marists 
in Europe. 

The final draft of the project will to-
day be sent by the European Team of 
Brothers to the European Provincials 
for their approval.

constructinG netWorks, buildinG bridGes

the third meetinG of the netWork    
of marist communities in europe

"Form homes that are 
a light on the hill for 
those around, giving 
ourselves whole-
heartedly to creating 
a family style of life 
that is open to all.
(22nd General Chapter)

"

http://www.synod2018.va/
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=4859
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vietnam

We, Brothers Sylvain Ramandimbiari-
soa and Ernesto Sánchez, have visited 
the communities of Vietnam. Current-
ly there are three communities. One, 
near the capital, Hanoi, in the north 
of the country. Another in Tan Chau, 
in the south of the country, near the 
border with Cambodia, formed by 
brothers and lay volunteers. And the 
formation community in Ho Chi Minh 
(Saigon), also in the south, which 
looks after candidates and aspirants. 
In addition to the seven brothers from 
different countries (from the Ad Gen-
tes project and, more recently, from 
Lavalla200), we currently have seven 
Vietnamese brothers with temporary 
vows. During our visit we experienced 
a great welcome and we found a very 
good family spirit.

from the peripheries to the centre

contact visit to the marist district of asia and of east timor

We have been impressed by the pro-
cess of searching and of self-giving 
for the mission, which has very partic-
ular features in this country. The sus-
tained effort of the brothers to inspire 
and accompany Marist vocations is 
remarkable.
Regarding the population, we were 
impressed by the town’s simplicity, its 
welcome and respect, as well as the 
way it organises itself.

In today’s bulletin, are the texts of Brothers Ernesto Sánchez, superior general, and Sylvain 
Ramandimbiarisoa, general councillor (Vietnam) and Ben Consigli and Óscar Martín, general 
councillors (Thailand and East Timor).

http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=4864
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=4864
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=4864
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During the first weeks of August, the General Coun-
cil made a contact visit to the communities of the 
District of Asia and East Timor. It was a symbolic ges-
ture: during the first joint visit as leaders of the In-
stitute, the Superior General and his Council wanted 
to stress the vision that will mark the coming years 
of animation, “from the peripheries to the centre.”

thailand and east timor

During the recent visit to Thailand and East Timor, we, 
Br. Óscar and Ben, took the opportunity to reflect on one of 
the well-known Marist symbols, the three violets. Marcel-
lin wanted all Marists to nurture a type of Christian disci-
pleship underpinned by humility, simplicity and modesty. 
Our brothers in Bangkok and in Baucau, East Timor, witness 
these attitudes daily, whether at the Teacher Training Col-
lege and Aspirancy house in Baucau or the District head-
quarters in Bangkok.

They approach young people and their brothers and sisters 
in the same way they approach God: with a profound re-

spect that comes from their humili-
ty, a straightforwardness that comes 
from their simplicity, and the wish to 
allow those they work with and for to 
shine that comes from their modesty. 

This is our experience: Marist life and 
mission in Thailand and East Timor 
embodies the fourth call of the XXII 
General Chapter “to journey with 
children and young people living on 
the margins of life”. By going out to 
meet young people in their places 
of need, offering them guidance and 
love, our brothers participate in the 
work of spreading the Good News 
with an open heart.

http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=4861
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=4861
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=4861
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marist World

Peru
Celebrating St Rose of Lima

Philippines
Postulants in General Santos

India
Rainbow Project, Trichy

Brazil: CMMF - Fraternity Jesus Maria 
José, Rio Grande

New Zealand
Pacific Rise, Auckland

Fiji
New novices in the Novitiate of Lomeri

the marist family in el salvador

intercommunity meetinG of marist brothers and sisters

On August 11, in the Marist 
House of The Hermitage, an in-
tercommunity meeting  was 
held consisting of Marist Broth-
ers and Sisters of El Salvador. 
Taking part were more than 20 
Brothers and 2 Marist Sisters of 
Champagnat. There was a warm 
and reflective atmosphere at the 
meeting.

Those taking part read the letter 
sent by the young Marists to the 
XXII General Chapter and they 
were interested to know about the 
next Synod of Bishops on youth, 
faith and vocational discernment.  

The reflection was an invitation 
to the Marist Brothers and Sisters 
to stay close to our young people, 
to accompany them in a Christian 
and fraternal manner.

http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=4865
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abuse is the very antithesis of our marist values

the pope invites the universal church to “prayer and fastinG”    
to ask for forGiveness

In a letter to all the People of God, the 
pontiff acknowledges with “shame 
and repentance” that “we showed no 
care for the little ones; we abandoned 
them” and invites Catholics to per-
form a “penitential exercise of prayer 
and fasting” to atone for “the errors, 
the crimes and the wounds” that have 
come to light.

In the letter, published on Aug. 20, 
Pope Francis reaffirms once again the 
need to be aware of the suffering ex-
perienced by many children and the 
commitment of institutions to ensure 
their protection:

“Looking back to the past, no effort 
to beg pardon and to seek to repair 
the harm done will ever be sufficient. 
Looking ahead to the future, no effort 
must be spared to create a culture 
able to prevent such situations from 
happening, but also to prevent the 
possibility of their being covered up 
and perpetuated.”

Child protection and child rights in the Marist Institute
In recent years, the Institute has become very aware of 
the serious abuse suffered by children and has laid the 
groundwork for guaranteeing that Marist works be safe 
places for them. At present, all administrative units have a 
safeguarding delegate.

Since 2011, the General Government has carried out 
several actions to promote institutional policies that 
include fundamental principles and norms for the pro-
tection of children. In addition to the role of FMSI at the 
United Nations, two seminars were held at the General 
House for leaders of the entire Institute: ‘Safeguarding 
Children and Young People’ (2012) and ‘Keeping Chil-
dren Safe: Raising Awareness, Creating a Safe Environ-
ment’ (2016).

The statement to the survivors and victims of abuse from 
the General Chapter at the last General Chapter in 2017 
was an important step in this process. This statement, un-
derscores that “abuse is the very antithesis of our Marist 
values, and undermines the very purpose of our Institute. 
Any abuse of children is a betrayal of the noble ideals of 
our founder, St Marcellin Champagnat.”

Even considering the achievements that have already 
been made, the Institute believes it is necessary to contin-
ue to progress to the point where this awareness reaches 
every corner of the Marist world, where adults have the 
means needed to prevent and protect children from any 
kind of abuse and where effective action and procedures 
are in place regarding the dignity of children.

To further the formation of brothers and lay people in-
volved in the Marist mission, the Institute, through FMSI, is 
promoting the E-Learning formation offered by the Centre 
for Child Protection of the Gregorian University.

Educators from Europe are already attending the pro-
gramme, offered through the University of Alcalá de 
Henares. Starting next October, the Pontifical Catholic Uni-
versity of Paraná will offer the same course to Brazilian 
educators. Soon, other Marist institutions in Peru, Mexico, 
Chile and Argentina will conclude the agreement with the 
Pontifical Gregorian University and will also be able to 
train other people involved with the education of children 
and young people, becoming promoters of the defence of 
their rights.

"The very existence of victims is a permanent 
reminder that we failed them as an institution. 
And if this was the case in the past, we cannot fail 
them again, not under any circumstances.

(22nd General Chapter)

"

http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=4862
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Our website: http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg

Follow us:
https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat

Under the motto “there is life… and it convokes 
us!” the Mission Assembly of the Province Cruz 
del Sur, was carried out in Lujan, on the 1, 2 and 
3 of August.  The participants in this Encounter 
were Brothers, Laity and teachers from Argentina, 
Uruguay and Paraguay.   

On this occasion, we worked on the lineament 
of the Province Cruz del Sur in view of the next 
three years.  The intense activity allowed us to 
recognize the concerns of the teachers and of the 
animators in tune with the changes, which edu-
cation and society in general, are going through.  
Among several themes, was stressed the need to 
deepen on the work of inclusion in the works as 
well as the importance of the link or bond between these 
and the Province.   

Having as objective to celebrate the life of the Province 
and to remember what has been cultivated, the days 
were full with many activities that deepened the growth 
as a body and the sense of belonging, with the center 
placed on the calls of the XXII General Chapter and the 
journey toward the New La Valla.

In order to motivate the reflection, there was the pre-
sentation of the co-participation of the Province Cruz 
del Sur in two important projects at international level: 
Program SYRIA and the Board BICE Argentina.  There 
was also time for the presentation of the community 

Lavalla200> of the Region South America, in Tabatinga, 
Brazil.

The activity gave special attention to generate new dy-
namics of integration, to revise our lived experience of 
“Being a Marist Today”, and to observe and read the con-
text in which we find ourselves immersed at present and 
analyze which are the “consequences” of being a Marist 
at the present time.    

The work carried out culminated with an integral analy-
sis and conclusion on which should be the direction  of 
the Mission in the next years.  In this way, it was possible 
to attain the representation of the three countries, which 
form the Marist Province Cruz del Sur, in the objectives 
proposed for the next three years.

arGentina: “there is life… and it convokes us!”

mission assembly of the province cruz del sur

Prepared with the help of the Span-
ish Marist Conference (CME), the slo-
gan for Marist schools in Spain for the 
2018 – 2019 academic year will be 
“Change”.
Each year the CME coordinates 
the development of teaching 

materials and resources around a 
slogan, which serves as a motiva-

tion throughout the course for the 
schools of the four Marist provinc-
es with works in Spain: Mediter-
ránea, Ibérica, Hermitage and Com-
postela.

To download resources about about 
this slogan visit: http://www.maristas.
es/content/lema.

spain: “chanGe”

neW sloGan for the scholastic year 2018 –2019

mailto:comunica%40fms.it?subject=Noticias%20Maristas
http://www.champagnat.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
https://www.facebook.com/fms.champagnat/
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=4858
http://www.maristas.es/content/lema.
http://www.maristas.es/content/lema.
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=4855

