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Dear Marists,

May the blessings of God be on each 
of us, our community and family, our 

ministry throughout this year.  
When I made it to the Mascot 
office for a Council meeting on 
Jan 20, I was blown away by 
the wonderful group of people 
gathered to carry forward 
Marist life and mission. It was 
great to see their youthfulness 
and energy, their desire to 

create a Marist community and to serve 
our Marist ministries and communities 
nationally.  It helps to have four REMAR 
workers fresh from school!  I hope there 
has been a spring in your step this year 
as well.
Congratulations and thanks to the 
Mission and Life Formation team for 
their special program for 2014: Serve 
one another.  Pope Francis is showing 
us the way in both his action and his 
inspiration of youth in this regard.  He 
has given new meaning to the phrase 
of St Francis: “Preach the Gospel at all 

times and when necessary, use words!”  
St Marcellin had the same down-to-
earth intuition.  “A Brother is a model 
and a living Gospel for young people 
and everyone else.” (Avis, Leçons, 
Sentences, Ch 1, ‘What is a Brother?’)
Our Association has a name: 
Marist Association of St Marcellin 
Champagnat.  Members will be known 
simply as Marists.  This is the outcome 
of the survey held at the end of last 
year and now confirmed by the Mission 
Council.  In the Advent letter I wrote of 
our move towards a new Association 
of Brothers and Lay people as “the 
most daring change for Marists in 
Australia since the Brothers arrived in 
1872”.  Later this year I will be inviting 
people to join as interim members until 
the Association is officially approved 
canonically and civilly.  
Speaking of “people joining”, we 
recently had the witness of James 
Hodge and Jack O’Sullivan entering the 
Novitiate.  With Sam Amos from the US, 
they used these words to explain what 

they had decided to do:  “Drawn by 
God’s mercy, I have come here to learn 
your way of life.  I ask you to teach me 
to follow Christ and to live in poverty, 
chastity and obedience.  Teach me to 
persevere in prayer and sacrifice in the 
service of the Church, the Congregation 
and all of God’s people.  Teach me to be 
with you in heart and mind. Help me to 
live out the Gospel every day of my life.  
Teach me your Constitutions and help 
me to learn to love my brothers as Christ 
commanded me.”  We wish them well 
in their discernment and formation.  It 
is good to reflect on what their example 
and these words might mean for each 
of us, Brothers and Lay, however long in 
the tooth we may be!
Royal Commission

I want to thank people for their words 
of support and encouragement before 
and after our appearance at the public 
hearings of the Commission in late 
January.  I, for one, wanted to drop 
down a hole at the end of my time in 
the box.  My guess is that the Marist 



Brothers will appear again in the 
year or years ahead.
Even in Alice Springs I had people 
tell me that they had seen me on 
TV.  You know that this is part of the 
process but it is painful nevertheless 
that the dark side of the history of 
the Brothers is presented in public 
and nationally.  We are also at the 
mercy of the media in terms of how 
they report on us.  A reliable report 
can be found in the press releases 
of the Truth, Justice and a Healing 
Council, http://www.tjhcouncil.org.
au.
 At least I got the chance to receive 
forgiveness from one victim.  The 
Brothers always give apologies but 
we have to wait for the offer of 
forgiveness.  
There are learnings for the Brothers 
especially from this external 
scrutiny.  Among these are that 
we have to do better in how we 
respond to victims and in how we 
explain our way of dealing with 
offenders.  
I am proud of the efforts made 
in the past 20 years especially to 
ensure the well-being of minors 

in Marist ministries.  However we 
can never be complacent and can 
anticipate greater insistence on 
compliance measures to reduce risk 
and audits of how policies of child 
protection are implemented.   The 
kids deserve our very best efforts.
Commissionings

Another meaning of the word 
‘commission’!
In recent weeks in communities and 
ministries, there have been rituals 
of blessing and commissioning.  We 
all know that it is God’s mission that 
we are about and that we stand in 
need of the Spirit at every step along 
the way.   The great news is that 
this Spirit-God is always with us.  
So, the Gospel-writers kept saying, 
“Do not be afraid!” and “Peace be 
with you”.  Let us strengthen one 
another in faith.

Jeff

Br Rod Thomson is the acting Co-ordinator of REMAR.  Nicki Pitt 
resigned in December to take up a promotional position in a school 
in Tasmania.  This position will be advertised in the coming months.  
Rod is assisted part-time by Connor Bradley, based in Melbourne, 
who was on the REMAR team in 2013.
Mr Peter White has been appointed Chair of the Ministry 
Professional Standards Advisory Committee.  He replaces Paul 
Herrick whose other commitments as Regional Director MSA 
Melbourne do not leave time to be Chair of this important 
committee.  Paul will remain a member.
Mrs Rosanna Harris has joined the team in the Province Professional 
Standards Office on a part-time basis.  Rosanna is well-known to 
a number of Brothers and lives near us at Drummoyne. Welcome 
Rosanna.
Mr Jeffrey Glasmacher has been appointed to the Province 
FinanceTeam.  He will gradually pick up some of the community and 
Brothers’ finance matters currently handled by Br John Maguire.  
Welcome Jeff.

East Timor:
Br Tony Clark reports that the three postulants who were to go to the 
novitiate in Tudella, Sri Lanka, this year have withdrawn from Marist 
formation.  They would have been our first Timorese novices.  While 
there is naturally some disappointment in this development, it is good 
that the young men have made their decision now.  There are new postulants and other aspirants this 
year under the direction of Tony and Lecio Heckler.  
Peter Walsh will still be joining the formation team at Tudella in May.

http://www.tjhcouncil.org.au
http://www.tjhcouncil.org.au


International Mission Assembly II
Marcellin College, Bulleen, Melbourne Staff reflection 2

December 2013

After reflecting on the story of the commissioning of the 
disciples (Matthew 28: 16-20) and using some excerpts 
from Br Emili Turu’s letter, staff were given some time for 
silent prayer along with some paper stones to write on. 
They were asked to respond to the following questions:

 X What gift/s do you bring to Marcellin College?
 X As a Marist - how can I make Marcellin College a better 

place? 
This was a good time, at the end of a busy school year, to 
stop and spend time together to reflect on who we are and 
what we truly value.  
We now look forward to our next meeting when we will 
discuss the theme of Evangelisation!

Our focus for this meeting was the theme 
of Vocation. We spent time discussing and 
discerning what is means to be Marist 
especially now during the birth of a new 
age for the Marist charism.
During the “Hand Activity” Staff were given 
the outline of a hand on which to write 
their response to the following questions:

 X What does the term vocation mean to 
you?

 X Who or what has helped to shape your 
own Marist vocation?

 X How do you live out your vocation?

Like to read a translation of an 
interview with Australian Marist 
Brother Michael Sexton regard-
ing his ministry in Algeria. 
Download here

Like to catch up on the 
latest news re the Aleppo 
Blues - Marists in Syria
read more here on the 
Institute website

let 
the beauty 

we love 
be what 

we do 

Happening in the 
Marist World ...

https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/3209636/3k2BBrgizramcnlv112.docx
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=3132
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=3132


AUSTRALIAN MARIST COMMUNITY REFLECTION AT MARIST COLLEGE PENSHURST
A small and dedicated group 
of teachers at Marist College 
Penshurst has been meeting once 
a term since mid-2010 as a way of 
cultivating our personal spirituality 
in the Champagnat Marist way.  
We have alternated between a 
local restaurant, where we have 
the use of an “Upper Room”, and 
the College Board Room – another 
“Upper Room”.  We gather for about 
two and a half hours, beginning 
with prayer, reading, reflection, and 
sharing, which we follow with a 
meal.  We believe that this is a very 
effective way of cultivating a deeper 
personal spirituality and doing so 
in the way of Champagnat, always 
conscious that this way leads us to 
the great Centre, Jesus Christ.
While there has been a core of 
teachers who have attended almost 
every meeting, the meeting is open 

to everyone who wishes to attend.  
Our numbers have ranged from 
about eight to about 22, the number 
generally being about fourteen or 
fifteen.  The group invites every 
member of the College staff to 
attend, from the Principal and 
Executive to teachers, Office staff, 
teachers’ aides, Canteen staff and 
the groundsman.  We believe this is 
true to the way of Champagnat.
We began in a simple fashion, 
reflecting on a document of Brother 
Jeffrey Crowe which outlined the 
aims and direction of our meetings.  
Since then the meetings have 
taken on a life of their own and 
the gatherings have ranged over 
a number of topics allied to the 
cultivation of a personal spirituality 
(in bold type), using a number of 
Marist documents (in italics).

Marist Dinner Topics
1.  Introduction. Brother Jeff Crowe 

document. Open Letter - Gathered 
Around The Same Table

2.  Need for prayer; Christian and mystic. 
Water from the Rock nos 71-75

3.  In the Footsteps 36-46, Our Charism
4.  Brother Laurent - Memories of Father 

Champagnat
5.  Rahner, Nouwen, Exodus - personal 

spirituality
6.  Busyness - Champagnat's letter to Br 

François from Paris
7.  Champagnat Pragmatic and Spiritual - 

letter to Vicar General Cattet.  
8.  Personal spirituality - simplicity. 

Champagnat to Br Barthélemy
9.  Mary - The Way of Mary - Life of 

Mary. Footsteps 
10.  Presence of God - Avis Leçons 

Sentences
11.  Marist style of Education - Avis 

Leçons Sentences Ch 35
12.  Marist Way of Education - 

Champagnat to Br Barthélemy
13.  Mary, Woman of Faith Mary in 

the Gospels. Lectio Divina - Mary's 
Magnificat

14.  Champagnat's Spiritual Testament

Our meetings address a very 
real personal need.  More than 
once, those gathered have been 
in a tough place because of 
the pressures of school, family 
or personal issues.  Invariably, 
by the end of the evening, a 
peaceful calm has descended 
and there is real gratitude for 
the opportunity to gather and 
encounter Jesus Christ in a 
variety of contexts.
At the school level, our emphasis 
is on prayer and service.  These 
values are cultivated by talks 
at the College Assembly 
and articles in the College 
Newsletter (Principal, Deputy, 
REC and College Campus 
Minister all contribute).  Prayer 
is an essential component of the 
College day: daily homeroom, 
RE lessons, Assemblies and 
regular whole-period prayer 
times for each class provided 
by the College Campus Minister.  
This prayer is directed to 
the cultivation of a personal 

spirituality centred on the person 
and attitudes of Jesus Christ.  As 
the College moves from a 7-10 
establishment to a full 7-12 
school we are concentrating 
on the development of the 
personal spirituality of the Year 
10 Year Group, with even more 
attention to the 18 College 
student leaders.  There is an 
emphasis throughout the 
College on service in practice 
rather than just in theory.  
This will become increasingly 
important as the College moves 
to the fullness of a 7-12 school.
At Penshurst Marist we take 
very seriously the Marist aim of 
making Jesus Christ known and 
loved in the way of Mary under 
the inspiration of Marcellin 
Champagnat.

Declan Donohue  REC
Brother Tony Butler   
       College Campus Minister
John Finneran  College Principal



The Remar Program was established at Marist-Sion College in 1997 and 
continues to be a dynamic and vibrant Catholic youth ministry inspiring our 
young people to live out the values of the Gospel. In that time, Warragul has 
witness the journey of fifteen Caravels with three Caravels currently charting 
their course on their current crossing. Over the past seventeen years at least 
thirty-six staff have chosen to take on the very privileged role as a one of the 
two Helms who walk with the young people of a caravel for their three-year 
experience, some on more than one occasion. On Wednesday 6 November 
2013, more than twenty past and present Helms gathered in Pakenham to 
reminisce and rekindle friendships forged from the opportunities presented 
through the Remar Program.

Marist-Sion College Warragul
Remar Helms Reunion (1997-Present)

Red Bend Marist Core Group
We meet regularly at the Brothers Residence for a 
welcoming cup of tea and on this occasion last week 
we spent time beginning reflection on the 2014 Marist 
International Mission Assembly.
The gathering reflected on the first resource theme 
“spirituality”
In the photo are
Sarah Nowlan, Br Aiden Smith, Trish Martin, Therese 
Glasheen, Br Bryan Leak, Stephen Dwyer, Br Joe Hughes, 
Wendy Baker, Julianne Allan, Sam Morse, Steve King


